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PREFACE. 


It is necessary to say a few words by way of apo- 
logy for bringing before the public this little work 
on the flowers of our native land, when so many 
talented and beautiful volumes are already pub- 
lished on this interesting subject. 

The descriptions set forth in the following pages 
were originally written for the purpose of initiating 
a friend in the study of our native plants. It has 
since been re-written and extended, by interspers- 
ing it with choice and appropriate selections from 
the poets, so as to render it interesting and instruc- 
tive to those fond of flowers, but who have not 
hitherto made them their study. 

The main object in publishing this work has 
been to elevate, entertain and delight those in a 
humble walk of life, to whom the more costly 
volumes are unattainable. The descriptions of 
the flowers, their localities and habits, are set 
forth in a clear and simple style. Scientific terms 


